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See the notice on TED website

318596-2026 - Direct award preannouncement
Finland – Wide field microscopes – Upgrade to an existing widefield microscope
OJ S 89/2026 08/05/2026
Voluntary ex-ante transparency notice
Supplies

1. Buyer

1.1.  Buyer
Official name: Turun yliopisto
Email: procurement@utu.fi

2. Procedure

2.1.  Procedure
Title: Upgrade to an existing widefield microscope
Description: The University of Turku / Turku Bioscience Centre intends to procure an upgrade 
to an existing widefield microscope. The purchase is funded by Research Council of Finland, 
FIRI-grant 26081267. The existing Nikon Ti2-based microscope system was originally 
purchased following an EU-wide tendering process: HILMA 2016-0016596, TED 2016/S 120-
212960. The current procurement concerns a technical upgrade to this existing microscope 
platform, not the purchase of a new standalone system. The intended Nikon iLas2 upgrade will 
provide the additional functionalities required to expand the existing microscope into a system 
capable of advanced TIRF imaging, FRAP, and photomanipulation. These capabilities are 
essential for the planned smart microscopy workflows at the Turku Bioscience Centre 
Microscopy Facility. The key technical requirement is that the upgrade must be seamlessly 
integrated into the existing Nikon Eclipse Ti2 microscope and controlled through Nikon NIS-
Elements software. This integration is essential because the microscope is used for automated 
and adaptive imaging workflows based on NIS-Elements JOBS. The planned smart 
microscopy pipelines require coordinated control of the microscope hardware, TIRF 
illumination angle, laser lines, photomanipulation/FRAP module, camera acquisition, filter 
wheels, and existing data acquisition hardware within a single software environment. 
Alternative systems that are not fully integrated into Nikon NIS-Elements, or that are not fully 
compatible with NIS-Elements JOBS, would not meet the technical requirements of the 
procurement. Such alternatives would compromise the ability to run automated smart 
microscopy workflows in TIRF mode and would create incompatibilities with the existing 
microscope platform, software environment, and established imaging pipelines. Therefore, 
replacing the intended Nikon upgrade with components from another manufacturer or supplier 
would not constitute a reasonable substitute solution. BergmanLabora AB is the sole 
representative of Nikon Europe B.V. in Finland, and as such is the only distributor with the 
right to distribute, market and sell Nikon microscopes within the jurisdiction of Finland. There 
are no other parties appointed by Nikon or otherwise authorized to sell Nikon microscopes in 
this territory. As such, BergmanLabora AB is also the only distributor authorized to deliver said 
upgrade in Finland. According to the Act on Public Procurement and Concession Contracts 
(1397/2016) section 40 when only a certain supplier can implement the procurement for a 
technical reason, or for a reason related to protecting an exclusive right, provided also that 
there are no reasonable alternatives or substitute solutions and that the absence of 
competition is not due to an artificial narrowing of the terms and conditions of the procurement, 
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the contract may be awarded only to a particular supplier, contracting authorities may award 
public contracts by a direct award. Prior to making decision the contracting authority has 
inspected the relevant markets and available products and after careful consideration found its' 
conclusion grounded.
Procedure identifier: 79201d2c-97cd-4295-80af-d24258c7a548
Internal identifier: TY/800/2026
Type of procedure: Negotiated without prior call for competition

2.1.1.  Purpose
Main nature of the contract: Supplies
Main classification (cpv): 38518100 Wide field microscopes
Additional classification (cpv): 38000000 Laboratory, optical and precision equipments (excl. 
glasses)

2.1.2.  Place of performance
Town: Turku
Country subdivision (NUTS): Varsinais-Suomi (FI1C1)
Country: Finland

2.1.4.  General information
Legal basis: 
Directive 2014/24/EU

5. Lot

5.1.  Lot: LOT-0000
Title: Upgrade to an existing widefield microscope
Description: The University of Turku / Turku Bioscience Centre intends to procure an upgrade 
to an existing widefield microscope. The purchase is funded by Research Council of Finland, 
FIRI-grant 26081267. The existing Nikon Ti2-based microscope system was originally 
purchased following an EU-wide tendering process: HILMA 2016-0016596, TED 2016/S 120-
212960. The current procurement concerns a technical upgrade to this existing microscope 
platform, not the purchase of a new standalone system. The intended Nikon iLas2 upgrade will 
provide the additional functionalities required to expand the existing microscope into a system 
capable of advanced TIRF imaging, FRAP, and photomanipulation. These capabilities are 
essential for the planned smart microscopy workflows at the Turku Bioscience Centre 
Microscopy Facility. The key technical requirement is that the upgrade must be seamlessly 
integrated into the existing Nikon Eclipse Ti2 microscope and controlled through Nikon NIS-
Elements software. This integration is essential because the microscope is used for automated 
and adaptive imaging workflows based on NIS-Elements JOBS. The planned smart 
microscopy pipelines require coordinated control of the microscope hardware, TIRF 
illumination angle, laser lines, photomanipulation/FRAP module, camera acquisition, filter 
wheels, and existing data acquisition hardware within a single software environment. 
Alternative systems that are not fully integrated into Nikon NIS-Elements, or that are not fully 
compatible with NIS-Elements JOBS, would not meet the technical requirements of the 
procurement. Such alternatives would compromise the ability to run automated smart 
microscopy workflows in TIRF mode and would create incompatibilities with the existing 
microscope platform, software environment, and established imaging pipelines. Therefore, 
replacing the intended Nikon upgrade with components from another manufacturer or supplier 
would not constitute a reasonable substitute solution. BergmanLabora AB is the sole 
representative of Nikon Europe B.V. in Finland, and as such is the only distributor with the 
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right to distribute, market and sell Nikon microscopes within the jurisdiction of Finland. There 
are no other parties appointed by Nikon or otherwise authorized to sell Nikon microscopes in 
this territory. As such, BergmanLabora AB is also the only distributor authorized to deliver said 
upgrade in Finland. According to the Act on Public Procurement and Concession Contracts 
(1397/2016) section 40 when only a certain supplier can implement the procurement for a 
technical reason, or for a reason related to protecting an exclusive right, provided also that 
there are no reasonable alternatives or substitute solutions and that the absence of 
competition is not due to an artificial narrowing of the terms and conditions of the procurement, 
the contract may be awarded only to a particular supplier, contracting authorities may award 
public contracts by a direct award. Prior to making decision the contracting authority has 
inspected the relevant markets and available products and after careful consideration found its' 
conclusion grounded.
Internal identifier: TY/800/2026

5.1.1.  Purpose
Main nature of the contract: Supplies
Main classification (cpv): 38518100 Wide field microscopes
Additional classification (cpv): 38000000 Laboratory, optical and precision equipments (excl. 
glasses)

5.1.2.  Place of performance
Town: Turku
Country subdivision (NUTS): Varsinais-Suomi (FI1C1)
Country: Finland

5.1.6.  General information
Procurement Project not financed with EU Funds.
The procurement is covered by the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA): yes

5.1.10.  Award criteria
Criterion: 
Type: Quality
Description: Feature and fuctionalities
Category of award fixed criterion: Fixed value (total)
Award criterion number: 100

5.1.16.  Further information, mediation and review
Review organisation: Markkinaoikeus

6. Results

Value of all contracts awarded in this notice: 218 026,00 EUR
Direct award
: 
Justification for direct award: The contract can be provided only by a particular economic 
operator because of an absence of competition for technical reasons
Other justification: The existing Nikon Ti2-based microscope system was originally purchased 
following an EU-wide tendering process: HILMA 2016-0016596, TED 2016/S 120-212960. The 
current procurement concerns a technical upgrade to this existing microscope platform, not the 
purchase of a new standalone system. The intended Nikon iLas2 upgrade will provide the 
additional functionalities required to expand the existing microscope into a system capable of 
advanced TIRF imaging, FRAP, and photomanipulation. These capabilities are essential for 
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the planned smart microscopy workflows at the Turku Bioscience Centre Microscopy Facility. 
The key technical requirement is that the upgrade must be seamlessly integrated into the 
existing Nikon Eclipse Ti2 microscope and controlled through Nikon NIS-Elements software. 
This integration is essential because the microscope is used for automated and adaptive 
imaging workflows based on NIS-Elements JOBS. The planned smart microscopy pipelines 
require coordinated control of the microscope hardware, TIRF illumination angle, laser lines, 
photomanipulation/FRAP module, camera acquisition, filter wheels, and existing data 
acquisition hardware within a single software environment. Alternative systems that are not 
fully integrated into Nikon NIS-Elements, or that are not fully compatible with NIS-Elements 
JOBS, would not meet the technical requirements of the procurement. Such alternatives would 
compromise the ability to run automated smart microscopy workflows in TIRF mode and would 
create incompatibilities with the existing microscope platform, software environment, and 
established imaging pipelines. Therefore, replacing the intended Nikon upgrade with 
components from another manufacturer or supplier would not constitute a reasonable 
substitute solution. BergmanLabora AB is the sole representative of Nikon Europe B.V. in 
Finland, and as such is the only distributor with the right to distribute, market and sell Nikon 
microscopes within the jurisdiction of Finland. There are no other parties appointed by Nikon 
or otherwise authorized to sell Nikon microscopes in this territory. As such, BergmanLabora 
AB is also the only distributor authorized to deliver said upgrade in Finland. According to the 
Act on Public Procurement and Concession Contracts (1397/2016) section 40 when only a 
certain supplier can implement the procurement for a technical reason, or for a reason related 
to protecting an exclusive right, provided also that there are no reasonable alternatives or 
substitute solutions and that the absence of competition is not due to an artificial narrowing of 
the terms and conditions of the procurement, the contract may be awarded only to a particular 
supplier, contracting authorities may award public contracts by a direct award. Prior to making 
decision the contracting authority has inspected the relevant markets and available products 
and after careful consideration found its' conclusion grounded.

6.1.  Result lot identifier: LOT-0000

6.1.2.  Information about winners
Winner: 
Official name: BergmanLabora AB
Tender: 
Tender identifier: BEOLIGAR2602071050A
Identifier of lot or group of lots: LOT-0000
Value of the tender: 218 026,00 EUR
Subcontracting: No
Contract information: 
Identifier of the contract: TY/800/2026

8. Organisations

8.1.  ORG-0001
Official name: Turun yliopisto
Registration number: 0245896-3
Postal address: Yliopistonmäki
Town: Turun yliopisto
Postcode: 20014
Country subdivision (NUTS): Varsinais-Suomi (FI1C1)
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Country: Finland
Contact point: Procurement services
Email: procurement@utu.fi
Telephone: +358 294505000
Internet address: http://www.utu.fi
Roles of this organisation: 
Buyer

8.1.  ORG-0002
Official name: Markkinaoikeus
Registration number: 3006157-6
Postal address: Radanrakentajantie 5
Town: Helsinki
Postcode: 00520
Country subdivision (NUTS): Helsinki-Uusimaa (FI1B1)
Country: Finland
Email: markkinaoikeus@oikeus.fi
Telephone: +358 295643300
Internet address: https://www.markkinaoikeus.fi
Roles of this organisation: 
Review organisation

8.1.  ORG-0003
Official name: BergmanLabora AB
Town: Danderyd
Postcode: 18217
Country subdivision (NUTS): Stockholms län (SE110)
Country: Sweden
Roles of this organisation: 
Tenderer
Winner of these lots: LOT-0000

8.1.  ORG-0004
Official name: Hansel Oy (Hilma)
Registration number: FI09880841
Postal address: Mannerheiminaukio 1a
Town: Helsinki
Postcode: 00100
Country subdivision (NUTS): Helsinki-Uusimaa (FI1B1)
Country: Finland
Contact point: eSender
Email: tekninen@hankintailmoitukset.fi
Telephone: 029 55 636 30
Internet address: http://hankintailmoitukset.fi
Roles of this organisation: 
TED eSender

Notice information

Notice identifier/version: d09f358c-d769-4c82-8730-3600c37f7dce  -  01
Form type: Direct award preannouncement
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Notice type: Voluntary ex-ante transparency notice
Notice subtype: 25
Notice dispatch date: 07/05/2026 09:47:30 (UTC+00:00) Western European Time, GMT
Notice dispatch date (eSender): 07/05/2026 09:47:31 (UTC+00:00) Western European Time, 
GMT
Languages in which this notice is officially available: English
Notice publication number: 318596-2026
OJ S issue number: 89/2026
Publication date: 08/05/2026
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